[Identification of occupational exposure in thoracic oncology: a Belgian experience].
In Belgium in 2008, the body responsible for compensating and indemnifying victims of occupational diseases recognized 62 cases of lung cancer, although 702 cases were expected. There is an "underreporting" of occupational lung cancer. This study aimed to assess the number of cases of occupational lung cancer in a Belgian hospital specialized in oncology. From September 1st, 2009 to January 31st, 2011, each new patient with lung cancer has been directed to a consultation identifying occupational exposure to lung carcinogens. Among 81 occupational histories, 28 patients (35%) were found to have been definitely or probably exposed to one or more lung carcinogens (known or suspected). These patients were all male, mostly blue collar workers. Thirteen compensation claims for occupational disease have been introduced: nine recognized, one rejected and three pending. This study demonstrates the importance of a physician trained in occupational diseases within a thoracic oncology unit in reducing the "underreporting" of occupational lung cancer and thus providing the victims with the compensation to which they are legitimately due.